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Divide and Pacify by Pieter Vanhuysse

Despite dramatic increases in poverty, unemployment, and
social inequalities, the Central and Eastern European
transitions from communism to market democracy in the
1990s have been remarkably peaceful. This book
proposes a new explanation for this unexpected political
quiescence. It shows how reforming governments in
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic have been able
to prevent massive waves of strikes and protests by the
strategic use of welfare state programs such as pensions
and unemployment benefits.

Divide and Pacify explains how social policies were used
to prevent massive job losses with softening labor market
policies, or to split up highly aggrieved groups of workers
in precarious jobs by sending some of them onto
unemployment benefits and many others onto early
retirement and disability pensions. From a narrow
economic viewpoint, these policies often appeared to be
immensely costly or irresponsibly populist. Yet a more
inclusive social-scientific perspective can shed new light
on these seemingly irrational policies by pointing to deeper
political motives and wider sociological consequences.

Pieter Vanhuysse obtained his PhD at the London School
of Economics. A former fellow of the Institute for Advanced
Study at Collegium Budapest and the Higher Education
Committee of the State of Israel, he currently holds a joint
appointment as Lecturer in Political Economy at the School
of Political Sciences and the Faculty of Education of the
University of Haifa.

Pieter Vanhuysse ... is a political scientist, an economist and a sociologist in one person. Through his original synthesis
of insights from these various disciplines, he shows how an interdisciplinary perspective can help to make better sense of
phenomena that appear to be puzzling, or that remain unaddressed, from the point of view of any one discipline. ... Divide
and Pacify ... suggests that extensive social policies can be politically efficacious strategies, while never forgetting that
such measures are needed to alleviate people’s suffering in the midst of traumatic social changes. ... the core message
of this book is important, and it has a larger relevance across many settings in which democratic governments face the
task of implementing costly reforms in complex and uncertain policy environments.
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