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Monitoring and Measuring the State of Children – Beyond Survival

One of the conclusions of the European Centre’s project on “Childhood as a
Social Phenomenon” as well as other initiatives, both on the national and
international levels, was that there is a dearth of information on the condition
of childhood in modern society.

In particular statistical information as well as social indicators concerning
childhood and children are usually adult-centred or household-/family-ori-
ented and not focused on children. Data compiled by international organiza-
tions at the global level are not particularly instrumental in assessing the
situation of children in industrialized countries.

In view of these facts, the Israeli National Council for the Child and the
European Centre sounded out possibilities of organizing a workshop on this
topic. The principal purpose of the workshop should be to start with a wide-
ranging discussion of possible indicators that are revealing of progress or
problems for children in industrialized countries. Moreover, the workshop
should address the difficult task of finding or setting up the mechanisms to
regularly collect data on a limited number of indicators – on an internationally
comparable basis.

The workshop was held in Jerusalem in early 1996. It was attended by some
40 experts from all over the world, and approximately 25 papers were presented
and discussed during seven sessions. The present volume mainly contains
revised versions of the papers presented. The Jerusalem workshop has been
followed up by other activities.
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