
Georg Fischer is Research Affiliate of the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, 
Senior Research Associate at wiiw and a WIFO Associate, focusing on employment and social policies 
at the European level. He retired from the European Commission in 2017, where his last position was 
Director for Social Affairs in DG EMP, he was responsible for the development of initiatives related to 
the Pillar of Social Rights. Earlier in the  Commission, he contributed to the European Employment 
Strategy, worked on the Green and White Papers on Pensions, on policies to facilitate labour market 
transitions and more recently on policies to address social convergence and divergence. Previously to 
his work with the European Commission he headed an OECD team preparing labour market reviews 
in transition economies and served in the Ministries of Finance and Labour in Austria and at the 
Economic Cooperation Foundation in Tel Aviv. He was a research fellow at the Social Science Center 
Berlin, at the Yale University Macmillan Center (EU Studies Fellow 2015/2016) and at the Upjohn 
Institute for Employment Research.  

 

Selected publications: 

Temporary Lay off unemployment in Austria, with Pichelmann Karl, (1991), Applied Economics, Vol 
23, NBA’s 9, pp 1447-1453, London  

Policy Issues of the emerging labour markets of central and Eastern Europe, with Standing Guy, 
(1993), in Fischer G. Standing G, Structural Change in Central and Eastern Europe: labour market and 
social policy implications, pp 7-31, OECD, Paris  

Employment Promotion and Transfer Payments, with Sanchis Marco (2000) in Larsson A, Moe T, 
Sorsa P, Policies Towards Full Employment, pp 119-133, OECD Paris.  

Arbeit und Arbeitsmärkte im Zeitalter wissensbasierter Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft - gibt es noch 
einen nationalen Arbeitsmarkt?,  with Siebern Frank, BeitrAB 282, 2004 pp 35-61, Nürnberg. 

The European employment strategy in an enlarged EU, with Tholoniat Luc, (2006), Journal for Labour 
Market Research, ISSN 2510-5027, Vol. 39, Iss. 1, pp. 123-142 . IAB, Nürnberg. 

Ist das Soziale messbar?  in: Das Soziale in der Alterssicherung, DRV Schriften Band 66, p 109-126, 
2007;  

European Pension Reforms, with Bontout Olivier, (2009), in Holzmann R et a, in Pension Reform in 
Southeastern Europe linking to Labor and Financial Market Reforms, pp 51-72, The World BanK. 

The US Unemployment Insurance, Federal-State Partnership: Relevance for Reflections at the 
European Level, (2017), IZA Policy Paper No. 129 Bonn,  

Social Europe – the Pillar of Social Rights, 2018, in Structural Reforms for Growth and Cohesion: 
Lessons and Challenges for CESEE Countries and a Modern Europe, Nowotny Ewald  at al (eds), 
Edward Elgar,  

The US unemployment insurance scheme A model for the EU?, with Luigjes Christiaan Frank 
Vandenbroucke F (2019), in: Intereconomics 54 (5) 

Income inequality in the EU: General trends and policy implications' (with Stefano Filauro), VOX 
CEPR,  



 
An Overview of Issues and Trends' (with Robert Strauss), in: Georg Fischer and Robert Strauss, (eds), 
Europe’s Income, Wealth, Consumption, and Inequality, Oxford Univ. Press, New York, 2021, pp 1-39 
 
The European Commission’s SURE initiative and euro area unemployment re-insurance, with 
Vandenbroucke, F., L. Andor, R. Beetsma, B. Burgoon, T. Kuhn, C. Luigjes and F. Nicoli VOX CEPR, 
 
Unemployment in Europe and the United States under Covid-19, with Günther Schmid, 
discussion paper EME 2021-001, WZB Berlin social sciene center, 2021. 
 
'Social policies and the ecological transformation', in: Balate F and Rodrigues M.J. (eds), Our 
European Future: Charting a Progressive Course in the World, Publishing Partnership London, 2021, 
pp 40-46; 
 
Les avancées de l’Europe sociale Synthése - Progress in Social Europe, Serie Européenes 2024,  Terra 

Nova  Paris, June 2024. 

 

Social Europe: recent developments; the new European Commission and the future of Social Europe; 

in Astrov V (ed) WIIW Monthly Report 2025/09. 

EU-Wide Inequality and Its Contrast During Covid-Policy Consideration with Stefano Filauro, IEP@BU 
Policy Brief n.58, Bocconi University, Milan, April 2026; 

A European unemployment reinsurance scheme revisited, with Robert Strauss, Slavina Spasova. OSE 
Research Paper Nr 71 Brussels, February 2026 

 

 


