The Botswana Institute for Development Policy Analysis (BIDPA) would like to present a paper at the up coming Microsimulation Conference in August 2007. BIDPA developed a Microsimulation model in 2004/2005 under a WIDER project. The abstract and the title of the paper is to be presented is given below;
 Title: Impact of VAT on poor Households in BOTSWANA
 
Abstract 
The model was developed on the grounds that the exemption and the zero rating of certain goods in the VAT system plus the variation of expenditure across households leads to an unequal distribution of VAT tax liabilities across the different households in the population. Although VAT provides a significant amount of Government revenue, it also has distributionary impact on the population at large. Techniques of Microsimulation will be used establish the impact of VAT liabilities on poor households in Botswana. The theory of marginal tax reforms is also be employed with the aim to identify commodities that are heavily consumed by poor households in the country. 
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