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Abstract

Contrary to the USA, Europe is an extremely heterogeneous political region, not only with regard to economic matters, but also in view of its cultural variation. By the integration of a rapidly growing number of countries in the European Union, these socio-cultural cleavages will probably become more visible and politically more important, especially by the expected increase of future labour migration across the former national borderlines.

This paper attempts to explore these socio-cultural conflicts by simulating virtual encounters within and across the national borders. For this purpose, the paper proposes to construct a new type of dyadic data records, which contain information about randomly matched pairs of virtually encountering persons, who answered in the European Values Study exactly the same interview questions. For each of these synthetic data records, the degree of dissent between citizens from the same or different countries can be calculated for various types of value orientations. The resulting simulated conflict data can than be used for identifying international cleavages regarding attitudes to work and unemployment insurance.
The mentioned cleavage analyses can further be refined by restricting the random matching of interview data to certain subgroups, e.g. defined by similar class, religion, or party affiliation. If the simulated international value cleavages are for such subgroups lower than for the whole national population, we are able to identify this way overarching European subcultures, e.g. based on class, religion, etc. Moreover, the simulation of subgroup conflicts about work attitudes may also help to anticipate new social problems resulting from the expected future labour migration within the European Union.

Possible topic streams

Behavioural microsimulation / new methodologies.
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