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Abstract

This paper examines the geographical variations in access to General Practitioner (GP) services for at both the sub-national level using the static components a spatial microsimulation model and spatial interaction models. Data taken from a spatial static microsimulation model is combined with data on the supply of GP services data within a spatial interaction model to provide an indication of flows between residents of the smallest geographical output level, electoral divisions (EDs) and GP services in Co. Galway. Using the output from the spatial interaction model, accessibility indicators are used to estimate accessibility scores for each ED. The second part of the analysis uses a logit model to estimate the probabilities of the residents of each ED using a GP service in the previous year given their individual attributes. Comparing the predicted probabilities of using a GP service at the ED level and the access scores for each ED in relation to GP services highlights areas with poor access to GP services given their demand for health care. 

