The MOSART model
MOSART is a dynamic microsimulation model with a cross-section of the Norwegian population and a comprehensive set of characteristics. The model starts with a representative sample of the population in a base year and simulates the further life course for each individual in this initial population. The transition probabilities depend on individual characteristics and are estimated from observed transitions in a recent period. Events included in the simulation are migration, deaths, births, household formation, educational activities, retirement, labour force participation, income and wealth. Public pension benefits are calculated from the simulated labour market earnings and other characteristics included in the simulation according to an accurate description of the public pension system. The model has recently been reprogrammed into C#, providing far better computational speed and enabling additional functionality. A general description of the model is available from http://www.ssb.no/emner/02/03/sos101/sos101.pdf.
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