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Simulating the future of the Swedish baby-boom generations

by N. Anders Klevmarken et.al.


Abstract: Many Western countries now experience the beginning of the retirement of the large baby-boom cohorts. The viability of the pension systems and the ability of society to meet the expected future high demand for health care and social care of these cohorts are urgent policy issues in these countries. For the purpose of analyzing the consequences of the aging of the baby-boom cohorts in Sweden a group of scientists from different disciplines has enlarged the dynamic microsimulation model SESIM of the Swedish Ministry of Finance by adding a number of new models capturing changes in health status, retirement, geographical mobility, use of hospital care and social care and changes in the distribution of wealth. The model has then been used to simulate alternative scenarios involving improved health, higher  retirement age and higher immigration all of which are compared to a base line scenario to assess the impact on the elderly and societies ability to provide for them. In this paper we propose to present a few key results from our research. 

We are also interested in participating in the Technical work shops and present the details of the enlarged SESIM model. The call for papers includes a request for key issues to discuss in the technical sessions. One difficult but central issue in microsimulation is to what extent is it possible to generalize from a (dynamic) microsimulation model and what kind of validation is needed to convince the academic and the policy making communities?
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