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This paper will report on progress with the construction of a demographic forecasting model for small geographical areas in the UK.  The model focuses on the incorporation of population dynamics through the representation of core processes including fertility, mortality, ageing, migration, household formation and household dissolution.  Sources of data for the various model components are discussed and evaluated, and the outputs from the model are compared with published third party sources.  The forecasts will be illustrated with examples from the city of Leeds, West Yorkshire.

An important feature of the model is the extent to which the development in the population is driven by interactions between individuals, and by the impact of the environment of an individual or household on its behaviour.  An example would be the way in which an individual may search for a partner prior to leaving one household and establishing another.  Respect for these processes leads us to propose a hybrid approach in which conventional microsimulation is combined with insights from agent-based modelling.
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