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Dimensions of Poverty in Austriain the Late 1990s

This paper provides an extensive analysis of income and consistent poverty in
Austriainthelate 1990s. Although citizensinAustriaare lessin danger of poverty
than their counterpartsin most other European and OECD countries, poverty isby
no means amargina phenomenon in Austria. A fifth of the populationisin asitu-
ation of financial distress at |east once over a period of four years, and some 3%
can be considered to be long-term income poor. On average, some 11-13% of
Austriansexperienceincome poverty and, among them, some 4-5% consistent pov-
erty during ayear in the late 1990s. Single parents without employment, the long-
term unemployed, non-EU citizens, persons of working agelivingin joblesshouse-
holds and — although to alesser intensity — single pensioners face the highest pov-
erty risks. Poverty ratesfor those groupsincreased relative to the entire popul ation
over the years. In general, public social transfers appeared to be an effective tool
not only for reducing levels and intensity of poverty but also for shortening stays
in poverty, and a slight move towards greater targeting of those transfers seemsto
have happened between the mid- and the late 1990s in Austria. However, espe-
cially inview of certain groups at risk insufficiently covered and protected, well-
designed and coherent policy measures are necessary to combat the phenomenon
of poverty in Austria and to guarantee social inclusion for all citizens.
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