Elisabeth Backe-Hansen

Research Director, Researcher 1

Norwegian Social Research (NOVA)

P.O.Box 3223 Elisenberg, 0208 Oslo, Norway

Email address: ebh@nova.no

Direct phone: +47 22541307, mobile phone +47 92446421
Fax: +47 22541201

Brief CV

Born 28.09.1949

I worked as a clinical psychologist within child welfare between 1974 and 1988. Since that |
have been researching several fields encompassing child welfare, children and young people,
since 1996 at NOVA. My doctoral dissertation from 2001 analyzed decision-making
processes in child protection. I have been researcher I (corresponding to full professor) since
2002. From 2003 to 2006 I was research director of NOVA’s youth research group, and since
a reorganisation in 2006 I’ve directed NOV A’s department for research on children, youth
and the family, which includes child welfare research. NOVA is a Childwatch Key Institution,
and I am NOVA’s representative within Childwath International.

Since 2001 I’ve been familiarizing myself with literature within the field of child poverty, and
since 2004 a colleague at another research institute and I have been retained by the Ministry
of Children and Equality to supervise and evaluate an ongoing investment in counteracting the
effects of child poverty in Norway. In all 55 Norwegian municipalities are involved in this
effort, with a range of projects funded by the Ministry.

Since 2002 I have been responsible for a Nordic project about indicators of children and
young people’s well-being in the Nordic countries, which will be finalized this year. We also
collaborate with the International Society of Child Indicators, established in 2007.

For the last couple of years I have also prioritized research on young people who leave public
care, or after-care youth, which ties in with an interest in groups of youth who are in particular
risk of social exclusion and marginalization during the transition to adulthood. In Norway this
means the age range from 16 to 23. Robbie Gilligan from Trinity, Dublin, who is also a Board
member in Childwatch International, and I are hosting a seminar in Slovenia in November,
2008 focussing on socially excluded youth in societies in transition, where we will gather
together young and more experienced researchers from Eastern European countries to discuss
possible strategies and interventions. The seminar is funded by Childwatch.
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