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Short Curriculum Vitae 
Jon Ivar Elstad  (b. 1948) 
 
Education: 
Doctoral degree: Dr. Philos, University of Oslo, 2000, title of thesis: Social inequalities in health 
and their explanations. 
Degree in sociology:  Mag.art., sociology, Univ Oslo 1981 
 
Present positions: 
Senior Researcher I, NOVA – Norwegian Social Research, Oslo, 1996— 
Adjunct Professor, Institute of sociology and human geography, University of Oslo, 2006— 
 
Recent participation in international projects and networks 
2005-2007 The NEWS Project: The Nordic Experience – Welfare States and Public Health. 

Project initiated by WHO’s Commision on Social Determinants of Health, led by 
Professors Olle Lundberg and Johan Fritzell, Centre for Health and Equity Studies 
(CHESS), Stockholm.  

2006 -  Income inequality and health, participant researcher in international comparative 
research network, coordinated by prof. George A. Kaplan, Univ Michigan. 

1996-2003 Social variations in health: Nordic comparisons and changes over  
 time. Nordic network, led by Professor Eero Lahelma, Univ Helsinki. 
1998-2003 Social Variations in Healthy Life Expectancy, International Network funded by 

European Science Foundation, led by Professor Johannes Siegrist, Univ Düsseldorf 
2002-2004 Work Environment, Health Inequalities and Social Class, “The Winner Project”, 

European project led by Professor Ingvar Lundberg, Arbetslivsinstitutet, 
Stockholm. 

 
Recent Norwegian projects 
- Project Manager, “Enigmatic geographical differences” (PhD project with PhD student Ivar 
Lima), starting January 2007, financed by the Research Council of Norway. 
- Project manager “Social inequalities in health: Network building”, financed by the Research 
Council of Norway, 2004-2007 
- Project Manager, “Social inequalities in health: Social capital or social investments?” [“Income 
inequality and health”], financed by The Research Council of Norway, Program Health and 
Society, 2003, 2005, co-operation with researchers Espen Dahl, Dag Hofoss 
- Project Manager, “Illness biographies of rheumatic patients”, financed by The Foundation 
Health & Rehabilitation, 2003-2004 (co-operation with researchers Lars Grue, John Eriksen) 
- Project Manager, “Life course and health among 55-year old Norwegian men”, financed by The 
Research Council of Norway, 1999-2002 
 
Other 
- Member of Statistics Norway’s advisory group, planning of the 2005 Health Survey, the 2002 
Health Survey, the 1985 Health Survey. 
- Member of Expert Advisory Group on Social Inequalities in Health, Norwegian Directorate for 
Health and Social Affairs, 2005 – 2007. 
- Guest Researcher, Centre for Health and Equity Studies - CHESS, Stockholm, autumn 2004 
- frequent reviewer for international journals in health sociology, social epidemiology 
- member of Programme Committee, Researcher-Initiated Social Science Projects, Research 
Council of Norway, 2004-2006 
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