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Synopsis: 
Dr Tom Cockburn is a lecturer in Applied Social Sciences at the University of 
Bradford. He has undertaken research into children and young people with 
The Childrens’ Society, Drugs charities, The YES Forum, various local and 
national government organisations in the UK. He has published on a wide 
variety of issues concerning children and young people including: citizenship, 
theorising participation in public spaces, bridging feminist theory and the 
sociology of childhood, the history of child welfare organisations, use of ICTs, 
drug use and research methods with practitioners. Currently his research 
interests involve children and young people's participation in Europe. He is 
particularly interested in involving those young people from marginalised 
communities such as those with disabilities, ethnic minorities and Asylum 
seekers. Additionally he is interested in models of participatory practice in all 
sorts of forum ranging from their schools and communities to involvement in 
national and European governance. 
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