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Integration and Pluralism in Societies of Immigration

How do societies of immigration cope with the tasks of integration under
conditions of increasing cultural diversity? This question was discussed in a
comparative and theoretical perspective during a four-day conference organ-
ized jointly by the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research,
Vienna, and the Israeli Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. The meeting
brought together experts from twelve countries and four continents. This issue
of Eurosocial Report features an extensive summary of the papers and discus-
sions by the conference’s rapporteur, Yitzhak Berman. The second part presents
a collection of several individual papers. These papers report on policy
developments at European and national levels. Long Litt Woon opens this
section with an analysis of initiatives against racism taken by the Council of
Europe, the European Union, and the Norwegian government. Both Gila Noam
and Tamar Horowitz focus mainly on the integration of the recent wave of
immigrants from the former Soviet Union in Israel. Noam’s contribution
reports the immigrants’ own assessment of this process whereas Horowitz
analyses the changing attitudes of Israeli society and policies towards cultural
diversity. Yulia Yanovskaya and Alexander Tkachenko present data on the
large-scale migration of ethnic Russians since the breakup of the Soviet Union
and on the situation of ethnic minorities in Russia. The two final reports deal
with integration policies in Austria. Bernhard Perchinig and Karin König
analyse legal and social obstacles to the integration of immigrants and the
efforts of their organization, the Vienna Integration Fund, to remove some of
them. Elfie Fleck outlines integration programmes for children of migrant
origin in Austrian public schools and some of the remaining deficits in their
educational achievements.
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