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Children, Children’s Rights and Childhood Policies

It is obvious that children, women and families are the first to be affected
by the changes currently taking place in families, schools and services.
It is, however, often forgotten that also the effects of major economic and
social transformation processes (such as recession, unemployment,
austerity, rapidly changing qualification profiles, higher social risks,
etc.) either directly or indirectly hit adults as well as children.

The meeting Children, Children’s Rights and Childhood Policies
analysed how these developments have changed children’s living condi-
tions and to which extent society’s expectations in the family, in
education and in child care institutions are realistic and compatible.
The second focus of the meeting was on children’s rights. On 20
November 1989, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted
the Convention on the Rights of the Child which was ratified by Austria
on 20 January 1991. Upon a request of the Austrian Parliament, the
Federal Government commissioned an expert report on the legal and
administrative framework required for the implementation of this Con-
vention. The suggestions contained in this report were also discussed at
the meeting.

Finally, the issue of childhood policies was addressed and political
implications were inferred. It was made clear that childhood policies are
more than the mere accumulation of all measures taken for children in
other policy areas. Moreover, it was suggested to make childhood
policies not only above the heads of children or for children, but also with
children.

This report contains the key papers presented at the meeting.
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