


Childhood as a Social Phenomenon: Lessons from an International Project

In September 1992, a conference organized by the European Centre for Social Welfare
Policy and Research, Vienna (Austria), and the University Centre of South Jutland,
Esbjerg (Denmark), convened in Billund, Denmark. Around 80 researchers, mainly from
Europe, were invited to evaluate and discuss the results of what seems to be the largest
international sociological study on childhood so far, i.e. the research project Childhood as
a Social Phenomenon.

The study produced quite an impressive amount of material: a series of national reports
from 16 countries, an introduction to the series as well as a statistical compendium. In
addition, the manuscripts for the project’s forthcoming book Childhood Matters were
made available.

On the whole, the project was well received. As had been expected, the invited experts
voiced constructive criticism and pointed to omissions and shortcomings. At the same
time, they welcomed the framework of the project as a very fruitful basis on which
researchers could build, in terms of theories, interpretations and methodology, but also
with a view to cooperation with other disciplines.

The conference was an important event in the still very young history of the sociology
of childhood. A considerable part of the participants met for the first time: sociologists’
interest in childhood is relatively recent, and even if this interest is now burgeoning we
were lucky enough to have a large fraction of Europe’s childhood sociologists attend the
conference.

The present report contains the papers of the invited key speakers, each of them
presenting either a specific disciplinary approach to childhood (e.g. a pedagogical one) or
a neighbouring area of sociological interest (e.g. the family).






