Zsuzsa Ferge, Jon Eivind Kolberg (Eds.)

Social Policy
In a Changing Europe

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research

Campus/ Westview



The present book takes two neglected present-day revolutions into account: by ex-
panding the number of countries usually included in cross-national and comparative
research and by addressing the supranational level. In additon, the volume moves
beyond the past and what is presently existing, and brings the reader to the field of
future scenarios and visions.

Part I addresses the dynamics of modern welfare states under advanced capitalism.
The authors underline the divergence of the Western experience. They point out that
there are several types of markets, welfare state regimes, and different conceptions
of democracy; and that markets and welfare states are linked in different ways, and
they discuss new ways to explore such linkages.

The main topic of Part II is the transition in Central and Eastern Europe from
dictatorship to democracy. Included here is also the historical experience of a
Western dictatorship (Spain) and its transition to democracy. It discusses such themes
as: the almost unanimous belief in the politically liberating virtues of the market;
the emerging recognition that the capitalist market incorporates certain problems;
the dilemmas of (re)privatization; the very high level of anomie in these countries;
the heavy legacy of the political oppression of “real socialism”; the changing role of
the state in the nexus of market, civil society and state; and the emergent social
stratification of these countries.

Part III deals with existing visions of the future of Europe. Several scenarios of
possible European futures emerge in the discussions of this volume: the Latin-
Americanization of the former socialist block; Europe as a fortress against the out-
side underdeveloped world; a “Blade Runner” Europe; a workers’ Europe; and a
citizens’ Europe.
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